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I have known people whose eyes and ears have deceived them.
They see and hear only what they would like to see and hear. To
these I say, "Do not believe even your eyes and ears when you have
unbiassed testimony to the contrary." But there are others who
have seen, heard and known, but have not been able to impart
the truth to others. They must persist in their belief even though
the whole world may be against them. Only before them I shall
plead for a little toleration for those like me who, in spite of all
their desire to see the pure truth, fail to see it in the light the
others see. I am yet unconvinced about the corruption ascribed to
die Swarajists. And those who believe the contrary must bear with
me till they convince me.

PREFER DEATH TO SPINNING

In one of my talks with students, one of them said, "Do you
know why we do not spin? There is no excitement about the
wheel. Our education has unfitted us for any such work. Many
of us would prefer death to spinning. Death on the gallows we
can gladly embrace, but spinning is an impossibility. Give us
something grand. We love romance and there is none about
spinning." I told my romantic friend that there was more romance
about the spinning wheel than he thought. And why did he
accuse Bengal that has given India a Bbse and a Ray of being
purely romantic in the sense of being unpractical and dreamy?
I told him that those who found some excuse or other for not
spinning were really not lovers of the country. Would not a
father follow even ridiculous instructions of physicians if thereby
his dying child could be saved? It was common cause between
my audience and me that India's millions were in a dying condi-
tion and that spinning could solve the problem of their distressful
poverty. Indeed, one of the most astonishing and pleasant expe-
riences during my" Bengal tour has been the absence of resistance
to spinning on the part of all parties. I have invited all my
visitors to oppose spinning if they did not believe in it. But
apart from the three persons whose arguments I combated the
other day, I have not met with any opposition to it. And even
the three who opposed me were themselves dressed in fchaddar.
It has been a matter of great joy to me to see big zamindars and
lawyers spinning side by side with Santkals, and little girls and
boys at spinning demonstrations which have been a regular fea-
ture in the programme at every centre I have visited. Therefore,
the romantic objection had no bottom to it. Unfortunately, the
ordinary student lacks application except for the sake of passing